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there was naturally a general desire to secure the
co-operation of yet another member of his family.
In 191 o it was proposed to extend the city's boundaries,
and at the inquiry ordered by the Local Government
Board he gave evidence in support of the scheme.
When the Board issued its Provisional Order, and the
requisite Bill was introduced into Parliament he
appeared as a witness before both the Lords' and
Commons' committees. It was very reminiscent of the
early days of his father's career.

When the extension scheme came into force in 1911
he consented to join the City Council. It was suggested
that he should allow his name to go forward for an
aldermanic vacancy, and thus save himself the bother
of an election, but he characteristically declined: "If
I am going to represent the ratepayers, I will be elected
by the ratepayers." In due course he was returned
for the All Saints' Ward, and his inclinations were
attested by the fact that the two committees to which
he asked to be appointed were the Health and Town
Planning, neither of which was regarded by the
ordinary councillor as of the first importance in a great
city in pre-war days. Mr. Chamberlain was at once
elected chairman of the Town Planning Committee,
and his work in this capacity gave a lead to the whole
country. As the law then stood such bodies were only
allowed to draw up schemes for unbuilt areas, which
meant that the operations of his committee had to
be confined to the outskirts of Birmingham where
development was not yet complete. This was not the
sort of restriction to daunt a Chamberlain, and the
city was marked out into sections: while most other
municipalities had not advanced beyond the talking
stage, Birmingham prepared, and secured official